


by Doug Nesbitt

My dreams of playing in
the NHL ended in a Junior B
tryout when I was hit from be-
hind during a scrimmage. Five
minutes later, I regained con-
sciousness on the bench with
my crushed hockey helmet at
my side.

I was only 17, but after
two wrecked knees and three
concussions, I had finally
had enough. I should have
switched to speed skating like
my sister.

In recent years, experiences
like mine have fuelled an in-
creasingly public debate about
the uptick in concussions
and other serious injuries in
hockey. At the same time, mil-
lions of hockey fans still yearn
for the return of their beloved
NHL teams and “good” hock-
ey lost in the era of crackpot
Commissioner Gary Bettman
and greedy owners.

As sportswriter Dave Zi-
rin wrote in Bad Sports: How
Are
Games We Love,

Owners Ruining the
“Bettman
took one look at this blue-col-
lar league built on the backs of
hardscrabble French Canadi-
ans, toothless grins, and rabid
fans, and recoiled...He saw
the future of ice hockey and,
unfathomably, saw Dixie.”

As Zirin outlined, the reck-

less expansion of the league
into the southern US failed to
produce the desired contract
with a national American TV
network, culminating in the
crisis of profitability that re-
sulted in the 2004-05 NHL
lockout.

However, the game has
also seen a recent recovery in
interest, and not just because
of new players like Alexander
Ovechkin and Sidney Crosby.
During the Vancouver Olym-
pics, it garnered remarkable
levels of international atten-
tion in a myriad of countries:
1.5 million viewers per game
in Brazil, 2 million in South
Korea, and 1.8 million in Brit-
ain.

Similarly, after years of
poor ratings, American NHL
viewership has soared, exem-
plified by the Chicago-Phila-
delphia Stanley Cup finals in
2010. Also, last year’s outdoor
Winter Classic between Chica-
go and Detroit drew 4.4 mil-
lion American viewers — the
highest regular season ratings
in 34 years.

In this moment of prom-
ise and peril, Toronto hosted
a second, less spectacular
international gathering late
last August. Active and retired
athletes, coaches, trainers, ad-
ministrators from numerous
leagues, and representatives of
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Thoughts on the state of hockey

the shadowy sports business
world gathered for the first
World Hockey Summit.

They met to grapple with
the sport’s problems, and how
to, as corporate publicrelations
speak would put it, “grow” the
game. The prohibitive registra-
tion fee of $450 ensured that
only the hockey elite could at-
tend, but it did not prevent a
clash of principles.

Hayley =~ Wickenheiser,
probably the world’s most
famous female hockey
player, stood her ground
against International Olym-
pic Committee president
Jacques Rogge. Earlier in the
summer, Rogge had stated
that unless women's hockey
became more competitive, it
would be dropped from the
Olympics.

Wickenheiser argued that
the sport’'s governing body,
the International Ice Hockey
Federation, had failed to make
women'’s hockey a priority,
exemplified by the absence
of a women'’s hockey director
and inadequate coaching and
funding. She also added that
the loss of women'’s hockey at
the Olympics would be detri-
mental to its growth.

The other major issue
was that of concussions and
player safety from the minor
to the professional levels.

WHEN A PESSIMIST
SEES A SOLUTION

by Sabrien Amrov

How does a boy from Tel
Aviv, who served in the Is-
rael Defense Forces and later
moved on to become the ad-
visor of Israel’s so-called wise-
man Shimon Peres, end up
becoming today’s most critical
voice in Israeli journalism?

A visit to Palestine was
crucial to the development of
Gideon Levy's criticism of Isra-
el’s foreign policy in Palestine.

“Traveling to the occu-
pied territories,” confessed
Hareetz columnist Levy, “is
really just taking a drive less
than 20 minutes in the back-
woods of Israel. But it is not
something any Israeli thinks
of doing.”

On Sept. 21, Levy spoke
to a full house at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa as part of a
tour organized by Canadians
for Peace and Justice in the
Middle East. His speech was
aptly entitled, “The Punish-
ment of Gaza.”

Levy is not your average
journalist. He is not seduced
by his own sarcasm, he is
not a self-proclaimed thinker,
and he does not cherish his
writings. The subject matter

is difficult to digest, perhaps
explaining his self-identified
pessimism.

As Levy told the audience
in the Alumni Auditorium,
he would rather not have to
write about pregnant women
in confrontations with Israeli
checkpoint guards, as they
strive to get to a hospital to
deliver.

He hates writing about
groups of children from Gaza
who could not figure out what
had really killed their teacher.
Was it an airplane or a tank?

Furthermore, he stated that
he does not appreciate writing
about the white illegal phos-
phorous snow that fell on
Gaza, killing 14,000 in Opera-
tion Cast Lead.

Levy spoke with a para-
lyzed tone, exhausted by the
darkness of Israeli society
and what he referred to as the
“collective coma of the Israeli
people.”

According to Levy, “Israel
has lost touch with reality,”
as Palestinians pay the price
by being completely and col-
lectively stripped of their hu-
manity.

But I assume the audience
was aware of all that Levy talk-
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ed about. Those who attended
the talk sympathized with the
Palestinians; the silence in the
room was that of the choir.

The most crucial sentence
of Levy’s talk was repeated
numerous times: “Israel needs
a push, and it needs to come
from outside.”

This push from outside
can be found in the ongo-
ing Boycott Divestment
Sanctions (BDS) campaign
launched in 2005 by Pales-
tinian civil society. Inspired
by the South African anti-
apartheid movement, the
BDS campaign to end Israeli
colonization,  occupation,
and apartheid aims to hold
Israel accountable for its hu-
man rights violations of Pal-
estinian people and to com-
ply with international law.

Levy’s message was clear:
Israelis must wake from
their coma and Palestinians
must rise up, not to revenge
their hurt, but to reconcile
with the occupier in the
name of just peace and
equal rights. We must ac-
knowledge the reality that
every act of colonization is
never sustainable and will
always fail.

While everyone agreed that
sportsmanship had to be de-
veloped at a young age, there
was no clear resolution to
the debates surrounding in-
juries. This was because the
parameters of debate did not
change given that the usual
suspects were asking and an-
swering the questions.

Critically, the common
assumption that the concus-
sion epidemic at all levels of
hockey was inevitably due
to faster and stronger play-
ers went unchallenged. So-
lutions were uncreative and
largely recycled, as exempli-
fied by Philadelphia Flyers
coach Peter Laviolette, who
said, “The best way to teach
at any level, whether it's
kids or the NHL level, is by
watching something. When
the NHL wants to discuss
hits to the head and how to
prevent them and what's le-
gal and what’s not legal, all
NHL teams have to watch
a video and sign off on the
fact that they did watch it.”

This sort of approach has
not worked. Contrary to what
Laviolette says, the best way to
learn is by doing, not watch-
ing.

Players today have learned
the sport in an entirely differ-
ent manner. This has coincid-
ed with a dramatic reduction

in outdoor rinks, leading to
more injuries from dangerous
checking and rampant hook-
ing and holding, and resulting
in a destabilization of sports-
manship.

With a stick, helmet, gloves,
and skates, the style of play de-
veloped on outdoor rinks is
radically different than that of
fully padded players indoors.
Pond hockey dramatically
reduces aggressive, danger-
ous play and contributes to
healthy intolerance towards
such a style.

Likewise, financial barri-
ers to playing hockey - faced
by poor families and many
women - would be dramati-
cally lowered if players did not
have to pay costly ice-time fees
or for expensive equipment.
Limited only by sunlight, out-
door rinks provide the time
to develop skating, stickhan-
dling and shooting skills
and the fast, dynamic style of
hockey that fans love to watch
and players love to play.

Recent decades have wit-
nessed municipal govern-
ments close outdoor rinks due
to social spending cutbacks at
the federal and provincial lev-
els. Only a few years ago, the
City of Ottawa threatened to
close the Brewer Park outdoor
rinks and the 400 meter-long
track oval - one of only four

long track ovals in Ontario.

As T experienced in Lon-
don, Ontario during the mid-
1990s, when the outdoor
rinks at the University of West-
ern Ontario were closed for
financial purposes, an entire
community of players, young
and old, men and women,
students and workers, was dis-
solved in an instant.

Outdoor rinks can, in
fact,
change the culture of hock-

do more than just

ey. They can also help im-
prove our neighbourhoods
and towns by providing a
place to have fun and get to
know one another.
It comes, then, as no
surprise that soccer is now
Canada’s most-played sport.
All you need is a ball and an
open space. It's a profoundly
grassroots, democratic sport.
There’s no reason why easy-
to-maintain, thoroughly

green, and job-creating
outdoor rinks should not
be made in every neigbour-
hood park, temperature per-
mitting.

Money, critics will say, is
the problem. Well, the fed-
eral government is prepared
to spend $200 million on a
new hockey stadium in Que-
bec City for an NHL team that
doesn't exist. How many out-

door rinks would that create?
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by Kate Ayalogu

Cindy Blackstock, the
executive director of First
Nations Child and Fam-
ily Caring Society, hosted a
publiclecture on September
22,2010, on systemic racial
discrimination against In-
digenous children. Black-
stock was accompanied by
Jessica Yee of Akwesasne,
the executive director of the
Native Youth Sexual Health
Network, in this interview
on racialized Indigenous
children.

Q. Talk about the nature
of racial discrimination
against Aboriginal chil-
dren in Canada.

Blackstock: It's when you
get less simply because of
the colour of your skin. It's
when governments choose
to give you less simply
because of the colour of
your skin. There’s racism
that happens on the street
and types of discrimina-
tion against other groups,
but when the government
chooses to give children
less simply because they're
First Nations and living on
reserves, that's a breach of
international law and it's
also a breach of our consti-
tution and the values that
we have as Canadians.

So what we're saying here is
that we're giving Canadians
the ability to understand
that this type of root dis-
crimination does happen;
counter to what the big
stereotype is, First Nations
kids get less government
services than every other
child,

are becoming more aware

and as Canadians

of it from reading the au-
ditor general’s reports and
others, they're saying it just
isn't right. It's not fair and
they're holding their po-
litical leaders accountable,
and that’s what we need to
see.

Yee: The only thing I would
add is that racism happens
not just in words anymore.
It's in actions. They're pur-
poseful; people are making
a choice to discriminate.
What that means is that
discrimination can be the
reality for a living, breath-
ing, human being, a living
breathing child.

Racial discrimination runs
so deep in the systems and
in peoples’ everyday lives,
who may be without the
right to be a child, without
the right to live a life free
from racial discrimination.
So racism is more than
words, we're talking about
purposeful actions here.
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Q. Can you describe the
conditions in elementary
schools in indigenous
communities?

Blackstock: 1f you're a First
Nations child on reserve
going to secondary, elemen-
tary school, you're getting
about $3000 less of govern-
ment money for your edu-
cation.

What does that mean? That
means fewer teachers, very
often no science labs, no
musical instruments, no
support programs for chil-
dren with different types
of learning needs, and for
all First Nations children it
means 1 out of 4 graduate
from high school.

The other thing that’s im-
portant to know is that the
schools you go to can have
horrendous conditions. The
children in Attawapiskat are
going to a school contami-
nated with 30,000 gallons
of diesel fuel. The Cana-
dian government closes the
school, but they put run-
down portables on the play-
ground of that contaminat-
ed school. The kindergarten
portable is just a stone’s
throw away from where that
contamination sits.

In Oxford House First
in Manitoba the
school is so contaminated

Nation
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Working in Alliance with First Nations children

by mould that a reporter
covering the story started
to feel her breathing being
affected after being in the
building for 20 minutes and
her camera operator had an
asthma attack.

In both cases the govern-
ment of Canada says, “We
can’tafford schools for these
children” but it can afford
to spend $130,000,000 on
Canada’s Economic Action
Plan signs.

It's forgotten about little
kids who want to learn
and grow up to be doctors
and grass dancers and prin-
cesses and Lego producers
and teachers. That's a loss
for all Canadians because
that doctor could have been
your doctor one day.

We need to give that child
the same opportunity to suc-
ceed as other children get.
And if we do then I think
that we've created a Canada
that we can all be proud of.

Q. Can you describe the
state’s role in removing
children from First Nations
families? How does its role
compare to that with non-
Aboriginal children?

Blackstock: There are more
First
child welfare care today
than there were at the height

Nations children in

of residential schools, even
though First Nations chil-
dren are no more likely to
be abused than non-Aborig-
inal children. In fact, sexual
abuse is reported more of-
ten among non-Aboriginal
children.

The reason so many First
Nations children are in child
welfare is something we call
neglect. But what is it? Is it
a parent just deciding to go
out for bingo instead of car-
ing for the kids? It's not that.
It's not about lack of love;
it's not about lack of caring;
it's not even about lack of
parenting skills.

There are three factors that
explain the over-represen-
tation: poverty, poor hous-
ing, and caregiver substance
abuse, which can be linked
back to residential schools.
The good news is we can
do something about all of
those things. The bad news
is that the federal govern-
ment provides far less fund-
ing for child welfare on
reserves than every other
child gets.

What that means for First
Nations children is that
they are much more likely
to end up in foster care. Kids
by the thousands are going
in there in what the gov-
ernment of Canada’s own

documents acknowledge is
a dire situation that'’s linked
to growing numbers of chil-
dren in care.

Yee: Young people have
lived experiences and they
don’t need a university de-
gree to explain what those
are. Half the battle is taking
young people seriously and
knowing that their experi-
ences are true, they're lived,
they're not fantasized,
they're not something that
comes from wanting to be
mean or wanting to exag-
gerate — and in fact, all the
reports that we hear contain
only what's reported.

There is so much under-
reporting, so much that we
don’t know, so much that
we don't have recorded. So
I'm always grateful for cam-
paigns like I Am A Witness
because they're recording,
they're witnessing, so that
we don't forget about this
time, and we won’t be prov-
en “wrong” by a govern-
ment that just doesn’t want
to believe us from the get-
go. This is the truth we're
speaking about.

Readers can get involved in the I
Am a Witness campaign by go-
ingto fnwitness.caor getlogonto
fncaringsociety.com to find oth-
er ways to get involved.
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By Lauryn Kronick

CHINATOWN
Raw Sugar Café

(692 Somerset St. West near Bronson)
Somerset’s cutest café is a coffee shop and
gallery by day and the go-to spot for inde-
pendent music and local events at night.
Delicious treats will satisfy your stomach
fill up on a plate of homemade tabbouleh,
pita, hummus, sweets, coffee beverages,
and even Beau's beer. The vintage furniture
creates the perfect environment to read a
novel from the library or catch up with
a friend. Check out the café’s Facebook
group for events, including musical per-
formances, dance parties and art exhibits.
Website: www.rawsugarcafe.com

Umi Café

(610 Somerset St. West at Percy) This café
has everything the aspiring scholar could
possibly want - great coffee, tea, and other
beverages; free wi-fi; a comfy couch; deli-
cious homemade treats and sandwiches
with vegan options that can’t be beat; a
library, zines, board games - the list goes
on! Umi plays host to numerous musical
and spoken word events each week, rang-
ing from its legendary open mic nights on
Friday to free/pay-what-you-can Wednes-
day writing workshops with local spoken
word troupe The Recipe. Open late, this is
the café to be at every night of the week in
Chi-town. Website: www.umicafe.org

Shanghai Restaurant

(651 Somerset St. West at Bronson)
Shanghai is the Asian fusion restaurant
that stands out from all the rest on the
Somerset strip, and it’s not merely due to
the diverse options of Thai, Chinese, and
Vietnamese food. As a host to many com-
munity group events, which range from
art openings to dance parties, the Shang is

CULTURE

INDIE IN OTTAWA

Your guide to eating and shopping around the core

more than just a neighbourhood fave - it
has become a Saturday night karaoke in-
stitution as well, featuring lovely drag host
China Doll. Come for the food, stay for
the fun. The vegetarian pad thai is to die
for! Website: www.shanghaiottawa.com

CENTRETOWN

Jean-Albert

(495 Somerset St. West at Lyon) Soul food
recently arrived in Ottawa and it has never
been so finger-lickin’ good. If Southwest
chicken is your thing with sides of col-
lared greens, dirty rice, black-eyed peas or
candied yams, Jean-Albert is where you
want to go. Instead of the mouth-watering
chicken, be different and try the catfish
burger.

Grounded Coffee House & Kitchen

(100 Gloucester Street at Metcalfe) You
can play tic-tac-toe on the tables and eat
your breakfast or lunch in a pirate ship.
This newly-opened café boasts delicious
paninis and salads with a cool open-con-
cept kitchen and numerous options for the
morning that extend beyond the tradition-
al b-fast sandwich. This is surely going to
become the Elgin area’s new indie hangout
once it is open later at night and on week-
ends. In the meantime, come down and
try a bottomless, locally mixed iced tea.

Aunt Olive’s/The Record Shaap

(209 Gilmour at Elgin) This Centretown
concept shop includes vintage clothing,
a café, and a recently opened basement
music store all in one. The veggie-friendly
food lets shoppers take a break at the vin-
tage-furnished tables over a cup of coffee
or tea. Then you can head back to the racks
of hand-picked dresses, boots, blazers, and
jeans. Head downstairs for your concert
tickets and some good tunes on vinyl.

BYWARD MARKET AND
LOWERTOWN

Chez Lucien

(137 Murray St. at Dalhousie) Follow the
orange “Bar” sign and come in to Chez Lu-
cien. Taste the French side of life in Ottawa
- munch on the delicious hambourgeois,
relax with a pint of Blanche de Chambly
which you can’t get at most pubs in Ot-

tawa, and take in the Franco charm of this
warm, inviting bar off the Dalhousie path.
Definitely the most homey, comfortable
spot in the Market to shoot the shit with
pals.

Canteen Art Shop + Gallery

x -

(238 Dalhousie St.) Art gallery, screen
prints, and graphic design. Art books, a
lending library, cheeky accessories, plush
monsters, and cute old-school notebooks.
The list goes on! Canteen brings in the
work of artists you've never heard of, but
will want to get to know. The vernissages
should be on your essential social outings
list, and there’s even an occasional mu-
sic series called Bands Undone that has
brought in the likes of Hey Ocean! and
The Wooden Sky. Website: www.canteen.
tumblr.com

Young Jane’s

(203 Dalhousie St.) Vintage clothing and
accessories at Ottawa’s finest. This is by
far Ottawa’s best vintage store - there’s a
wide selection of frocks, trousers, scarves,
shoes, jewels, shirts, and other gems to
show off to the rest of the city. And best of
all? It's affordable. Come in and say hi to
Mika, who will excitedly help you find the
perfect old-school piece. Website: www.
youngjanes.blogspot.com

Casa do Churrasco

(190 Dalhousie St.) If you're craving Por-
tuguese, this is the place to go! Best of all,
you need not travel far for the taste of a
home-cooked meal - Casa do Churrasco is
located right in the Market. The chicken is
cooked to Portuguese-style perfection, the
ceviche and roasted potatoes are delicious,
and don't forget a smooth Portuguese
brew to accompany your meal.

Adorit

(159 York St. near Cumberland) This ador-
able globally minded shop is awash with
colourful clothing and other lovely ac-

PHOTOS BY CHRIS BISSON

cessories and trinkeys. Part chic, part hip-
pie, with a bit of vintage tossed in, Adorit
features eco-friendly products and clothes
from your gran's attic, crafted by Canadian
designers. Website: www.adorit.ca

THE GLEBE

Morala Specialty Coffee

(734 Bank St.) This independent café has an
Italian flavour that'll make your insides feel
loved. The paninis are fresh, the deserts are
decadent, the coffee is delicious, and the at-
mosphere is laidback. It's a spot where you
can sit for a few hours, peruse the newspa-
per, and play some board games.

The Wild Oat

(817 Bank St. at Fourth Ave.) Healthy, af-
fordable, veggie and vegan friendly, and
locally focused, this café and bakery may
become your favourite spot to have a de-
licious breakfast or lunch and shop for
baked goods and salads at the same time.
Buy some whole wheat cinnamon buns
to go, or sit down with a cup of joe and
a bowl of veggie chili. The seating area is
ample for people-watching on Bank Street
and serves as a great spot for studying.
Don't miss the lunchtime buffet with its
wholesome and healthy foods.

Royale Boutique and Photopgraphy
gl G 5

(103 Fourth Ave., 2nd Floor) Photographer
Gilda Furgiuele’s new studio/vintage store
is a fun venture for those looking to ex-
plore their style as a pin-up model or create
a new look and have it photographed with
the on-site vintage clothes available for pur-
chase. Gilda’s been making waves in the lo-
cal scene photographing burlesque dancers,
roller derby girls, and bands, and is known
for shooting pin-up and glamour shots. Be
sure to pop into her studio to book a ses-
sion and pick up an outfit from the past.
Website: www.royalephotoboutique.com

SPOKEN WORD SLAMS OTTAWA

By Kathleen Clark

After five years in other
cities, the Canadian Festival
of Spoken Word (CFSW) re-
turns to the capital for five
days of poetry and compe-
tition. Perhaps a city not
known for its arts, Ottawa is
currently the hottest place
to be for spoken word.

“[Ottawa] is not the city
people think of when it
comes to the arts,” said Jes-
sica Ruano, spoken word
artist and publicist for the
CESW. “There isn’t a lot of
support from the govern-
ment or the city per se.”

Some people call Ottawa
a stuffy government town.
Some call it a conservative
city. Some simply call it
home, but without seeing

the finer details that com-
prise Ottawa. One peek into
the petri dish that is the city
reveals the microscopic yet
fully alive spoken word
scene.

“The art scene is hiding
in the creases, in little bits
and pieces,” Ruano said.
“We have a fantastic do-
it-yourself scene.... Things
happen very organically.”

Considered a niche art
form, spoken word is of-
ten associated with urban
centres and hip-hop. Upon
closer inspection it is a form
as varied and unrestricted
as theatre or music. In fact,
spoken word often involves
aspects of the two.

“Spoken word is just the
art of performing words,”
said Ruano.
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“It is poetry that is meant
to be performed.”

Performances touch on
subjects ranging from iden-
tity, to cultural issues, to the
erotic, and just about every
topic in between.

“Politics is a big thing
because we live in the capi-
tal, so there’s a lot of gov-
ernment stuff — a lot of gov-
ernment people we don't
like very much for various
reasons,” she said.

Spoken word done in a
competitive setting like the
CFSW is called a slam. Poets
face off against each other,
vying for the highest scores
from five randomly selected
audience members acting as
judges.

Each has
three minutes to perform

competitor

her or his piece after which
the judges issue a score be-
tween 0 and 10. Performers
with the lowest scores are
knocked out, while the top
scorers progress through
successive rounds until one
poet is named slam cham-
pion.

With roots stemming
back to mid-80s Chicago,
slam has spread infec-
tiously to cities around the
globe. For Ottawa, the slam
scene really began to take
off when poets in the city
proposed a national slam
competition.

In 2004, Ottawa host-
ed Canada’s first national
spoken word festival. The
next year, Greg “Ritallin”
Frankson and Elissa Moli-
no founded Capital Slam,

a monthly series, with the
aim of forming a slam team
to represent Ottawa in the
second annual festival.
“Ottawa actually has a
pretty deep and rich spoken
word background,” said
Frankson, who is helping
to organize the CFSW. He
knew a solid series would
help solidify the Canadian
festival as an annual event.
Today, Capital Slam is
the second-longest running
series in Canada. The cur-
rent reigning World Poetry
Slam champion, Ian Keteku,
hails from the Capital Slam
stages. The competition has
spawned other spoken word
events in the capital, from
Bill Brown’s 1-2-3 Slam and
the Urban Legends series, to
non-competitive showcases

like the all-women Voices
of Venus.

From Oct. 12 to 16, 18
teams from 15 communi-
ties around the country will
compete in Ottawa in the
CFSW, mixing words and
laying down lines in an ef-
fort to win the national
title. Two hometown teams
- the winners of the Capi-
tal Slam and Urban Legend
series — will have the added
pressure of trying to defend
the championship won by
Ottawa team The Recipe last
year in Victoria, BC.

“I'm really excited to
have people come [to Otta-
wa] to see up close and per-
sonal how we do things,”
said Frankson.

“They’ll have their minds
blown.”
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by Joe Hutt

Time travel has been the
subjectoffailed experiments,
complicated quantum theo-
ries, and great works of fic-
tion. While the truth of the
matter is still trapped some-
where between common-
sense and a certain scientific
romance, perhaps the best
reply to this temporal co-
nundrum is, “If time travel
is possible, then where are
all the time travellers?”

In turn, perhaps the
best reply to this is, “Why,
they’re picnicking on the
lawn of the Science Mu-
seum. And just last week
I saw them settling down
for the evening at the Ab-
sinthe Café.”

Perhaps you your-
self have turned a cor-

walking,
of fashion made familiar
by such movies as Joel
Schumacher’s Phantom of
the Opera or Guy Ritchie’s
Sherlock Holmes.
Regrettably,

this isn’t

MODERN

STEAMPUNK

DEFIES ANY

SINGLE

DEFINITION.

IT'S A FASHION,

A PHILOSOPHY,

A GENRE, A

BUSINESS, A

HOBBY, AND

A HUNDRED

OTHE

DERIVATIONS

BESIDES.
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proof of brasswork time
machines hailing from an
H.G. Wellsian London.
(Though, as far as tempo-
ral tourism goes, the 21st
century is surely more
pleasant than sharing
meals with Morlocks.)

This is actually evi-
dence of Ottawa’s local
steampunk society, estab-
lished by Lee Ann Farruga
and Patrick Gilliland, two
very prominent figures in
Canadian steampunk cul-
ture.

Farruga, a veritable
countess of coals, cogs, and
clockwork, is the founder
of steampunkcanada.ca,
where over a thousand
neo-Victorians have gone
to add their own unique
machinations to the grow-
ing steampunk conglomer-
ate.

Unfamiliar as it may
seem, you have probably
into contact with
just

come
steampunk -
didn't realize it.

you
Steampunk has been
a cultural influence since
the time of H.G. Wells and
Jules Verne, when it start-
ed as both dialogue and
argument about the vast

scientific advances that
followed the Industrial
Revolution.

Originally called scien-
tific romances, these sto-
ries were filled with the
gadgets and culture that
are the aesthetic founda-
tion of steampunk today:
time machines of brass,
clockwork automatons,
bustles and brass buttons,
and a vast array of diri-
gibles and aerocars driven
by coal engines.

Many of these stories
were dystopic prophecies,
focusing on the resource-
hungry British Empire and
the newly independent na-
tion of the United States.
Authors like H.G. Wells
and Mary Shelley strove to
remind these societies that
their dominance over the
world and the science that
granted this dominion was
a pretentious and possibly
disastrous illusion.

“Mad was
a very trope,
though not necessarily as

science”
common

a science of sociopathic
malevolence, but one of
uncontrollable, unpredict-
able chaos.

As early as the 18th cen-
tury, there was a realiza-
tion that the boom of sci-
ence could be a Pandora’s
box - a box of great poten-
tial and mystery, but one
that, once opened, would
be nigh impossible to seal,
like certain oil rigs in the
Gulf of Mexico.

“Alright, so 1 kinda

CULTURE

ALL ABOARD THE STEAMPUNK EXPRESS

A Fantastic Voyage to a Steam-Driven Culture

get the idea about what
Steampunk was, but what
is Steampunk now?” This
is the 30-shilling question,
and one liable to make
steampunk enthusiasts
shudder, roll their eyes,
stammer, or flash some
convulsive amalgam of all
three.

Modern steampunk de-
fies any single definition.
It's a fashion, a philoso-
phy, a genre, a business, a
hobby, and a hundred oth-
er derivations besides.

In the words of Olivier
Martin, local steampunk
and LARPer (live action
role player), steampunk is
“a blend of the 1920s, that
Victorian glory, with the
futuristic advances of Jules
Verne: [it's] history with
the fantastic.”

As nicely as this de-
scribes the sci-fi neo-Vic-
torianism of steampunk,
it’s just a speck of coal dust
in the big picture.

Normally  associated
with the speculative Vic-
torian era  envisioned

in Alan Moore’s graphic
novel The League of Ex-
traordinary Gentlemen, it's
a popular genre in graphic
novels, modern literature,
anime, and manga; The
Five Fists of Science, Levia-
than, Last Exile, and Trigun
are excellent examples of
each. They take the idea of
steampunk, consciously or
subconsciously, and create
something distinct.

Steampunk also encom-
passes films such as Wild
Wild West, La Cité des En-
fants Perdus, The Rocketeer,
and Sky Captain and the
World of Tomorrow. These
movies are nothing like
each other, but the aesthet-
ics particular to steampunk
thrive within each. This
reflects the genre itself.
Steampunk exists within
the age of the thinker, the
scientist, the theorist. It's a
world where all one needs
to do is think it and it will
eventually be so.

This is clearly one of
the highlights for DIYers
(do it yourselfers). Steam-
punk re-establishes an in-
timacy with the material
world that has been lost
amidst modern-day con-
sumerism and disposabil-
ity, producing stunningly
handcrafted costumes and
contraptions ranging from
cogged-out electric guitars
to brass-modded comput-
er keyboards.

Steampunks across the
world are able to do this be-
cause they have learned and
conserved skills largely con-
sidered defunct. It would
not be surprising to have a
woodworker, a machinist,

a seamstress, and a haber-
dasher in a group of steam-
punks. In a world where “if
it’s broke you throw it out
and buy a new one,” these
valuable skills are often seen
by society as irrelevant.

“It [represents] a move-
ment towards sustainabil-
ity,” says Meredith Wein-

hold, sporting a personally
modified, double-breasted
tailcoat.

“[Steampunk is] very
much a non-disposable
culture. You build things to
last, you make things spe-
cial, and you keep them,
and you modify them if you
get sick of them, instead of

PHOTO BY
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just getting rid of them.”

Steampunk: the ad-
venture lies in facing that
horizon and seeing it for
yourself. “From the air pi-
rate to the steam mechan-
ic, there’s something for
everyone.”

Don't forget your gog-
gles!

One article cannot tell you everything
there is to know about steampunk. While
you may not care for the costuming

and role playing, you may find the
literature and movies that use a world

of mechanized Victoriana to convey the
pros and cons of unchecked science and

industry to be captivating.

SteampunkCanada.ca
Steampunkmagazine.com
countessalenora.livejournal.com
steampunkscholar.blogspot.com
thesteampunkempire.com
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TUES OCT 5

WORKSHOP: Women'’s Self-
Defence Workshop. P201. Al-
gonquin College. 6:30-8:30pm.

TALK: Let’s Talk Sex with Sue
Johanson. $10. Alumni Audi-
torium, University of Ottawa.
8-11pm.

WED OCT 6

TALK: Brenda Macdougall, Me-
tis Across the Homeland: Land,
Mobility, Family. DMS 3105,
University of Ottawa.11:45am-
1pm.

TALK: Talk Sex With Sue (Jo-
hanson). The Observatory, Al-
gonquin College. 3pm.

FILM: The Reel Food Film Fes-
tival presents “What's on your
Plate?” Public Library - 120 Met-
calfe. Free admission. 6-9pm.

TALK: Malalai Joya. What Next
for Afghanistan? Bronson Cen-
tre. 7-8:30pm.

FILM: “Glimpses and Way of
the Snowstorm.” Canada-China
Film Festival. Free. Canadian
Museum of Civilization. 7pm.

BOOK LAUNCH: Linda Mc-
Quaig. “The Trouble with Bil-
lionaires.” 160 Elm St. 7:30pm.

FILM: Die Morder sind unter
uns, Regie: Wolfgang Staudte,
s/w, 81 Min., 1946. German
Film Series. Fauteux 359, Uni-
versity of Ottawa. 8-9:30pm.

WORKSHOP:  Remembering
Africa - Memory, Public History
& Representations of the Past:
Africa & Its Diasporas. History
Lounge, Paterson Hall, Carleton
University.

THURS OCT 7

TALK: Jamie Liew. The Femi-
nist Cafés / Les cafés féministes
2010-2011. Desmarais Building,

b A it

Ao

Hicksian hei‘lé

Ottawa’s leading
mayoral candidates
pose for a photo

room 3105, University of Ot-
tawa. 11:30am-1:30pm.

PANEL: Volunteers in the Span-
ish Civil War. Lounge 140 (90
University Street) University of
Ottawa 12-5pm.

TALK: Mary May Simon. “The
Biggest Social Policy Challenge
of Our Time.” Senate Room,
608, Robertson Hall at Carleton
University. 3pm.

SWAP: Ottawa Storytellers host
Story Swap. 395 Wellington,
room 156. 7pm.

FILM: “Urtin Duu.” Canada-
China Film Festival. Free. Audi-
torium (395 Wellington). 7pm.

DEBATE: So You Think You Can
Mayor? Social Issues Mayoral
Debate at the Bronson Centre.
7:30.

WORKSHOP:  Remembering
Africa - Memory, Public History
& Representations of the Past:
Africa & Its Diasporas. History
Lounge, Paterson Hall, Carleton
University.

FRI OCT 8

WORKSHOP:  Remembering
Africa - Memory, Public History
& Representations of the Past:
Africa & Its Diasporas. History
Lounge, Paterson Hall, Carleton
University.

RESISTANCE: IMF Resistance
Network call to action. http://
imfresistance.org/?p=1

SAT OCT 9

RESISTANCE: IMF Resistance
Network call to action. http://
imfresistance.org/?p=1

SUN OCT 10

RESISTANCE: IMF Resistance
Network call to action. http://
imfresistance.org/?p=1

B \\N
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MON OCT 11

AUSTERITY MEASURES

TUES OCT 12

WORKSHOP: Food Preserva-
tion Workshop: Canning Salsa.
Kanata United Church, 33 Lea-
cock Drive. 6:30-8:30pm.

EVENT: Resurrecting the Ancient
Library of Alexandria. Free. 395
Wellington, room A. 7pm.

WED OCT 13

TALK: Social Justice Speakers
Series Lecture. FTX 351, Univer-
sity of Ottawa. 11:30am-1pm.

FILM: Himmel ohne Sterne, Re-
gie: Helmut Kédutner, s/w, 109
Min., 1955. German Film Se-
ries. Fauteux 359, University of
Ottawa. 8-9:30pm.

THURS OCT 14

MUSIC: Master Class: Bernard
Turgeon, voice. Free. Freiman
Hall (Room 121), Pérez Build-
ing, University of Ottawa. 4:30-
7:30pm.

MEETING: Green Drinks Ot-
tawa. Green Drinks is an open
invitation to anyone interested/
working/studying all things en-
vironmental. Fox @ Feather
Pub & Grill, 283 Elgin Street.
5:30pm.

FUNDRAISER: Bowl with Paul
for Pakistan. West Wellington
Bowling Lanes. 6:30-9pm.

FRI OCT 15

TALK: Murray Sinclair. Rheal
Brant-Hall Memorial Lecture.
Bell Theatre, Minto Centre.
2:30-4pm.

FESTIVAL: World Food Day
Celebration. A festival of speak-
ers, films, music and local food

to draw on the theme of World
Food Day and a more just glob-
al food system. 395 Wellington,
room A. 2:30pm.

SAT OCT 16

MUSIC: Master Class: Angela
Hewitt, piano. Free. Freiman
Hall (Room 121), Pérez Build-
ing, University of Ottawa.
2-3:30pm.

POTLUCK: Fundraiser for
Octavio Paz school in Zihua-
tanejo, Mexico. $10. Legion,
330 Kent St. Doors open at
6:30pm.

TUES OCT 19

TALK: Alasdair Roberts. The
Rise and Fall of Central Bank
Independence. Desmarais
Building, room 3120, Univer-
sity of Ottawa. 5-7pm.

CONCERT: LMFAO and
guests. Rock the Vote. Ottawa
Civic Centre. Tickets at CUSA
Office. 7pm.

SEMINAR: SLOE Sustainable
Living Seminar. This work-
shop invites participants to
reflect on why we have be-
come a society driven by a de-
sire to buy more and do more,
what the impact is on the
planet and on ourselves, and
how we change for the better.
Old Town Hall (61 Main St.).
7:15-8:30pm.

WED OCT 20

TALK: Ponni Arasu. “Voices
Against 377: Decriminalizing
Same-Sex Activity in India.”
Alumni Auditorium, University
of Ottawa. 6:30-9:30pm.

FILM: Spur der Steine, Regie:
Frank Beyer, s/w, 129 Min,
1966. German Film Series. Fau-
teux 359. University of Ottawa.
8-9:30pm.

COMIC

No.§

THURS OCT 21

THURS OCT 28

FILM: “Mr. Mergler's Gift”
and “Thunderbirds in China.”
Canada-China Film Festival.
Free. Auditorium (395 Wel-
lington). 7pm.

MUSIC: Wind Ensemble Con-
cert, I of IV. By Donation.
Tabaret Hall, room 112, Uni-
versity of Ottawa. 8-10pm.

COMEDY: Tom Green World
Stand-up Comedy Tour. Ben-
efit for Rene Faucher & Family
Trust Fund.

FRI OCT 22

MUSIC: Daniel Gress, con-
ductor.Music at Tabaret Con-
cert #1: Love Nature & The Art
of Song. $20 ($5 students).
Tabaret Hall, room 112, Uni-
versity of Ottawa. 8-10pm.

SUN OCT 24

MUSIC: Master Class: Anna
Hendrickson, oboe. Free. Frei-
man Hall (Room 121), Pérez
Building, University of Ot-
tawa. 3-5pm.

MON OCT 25

SEMINAR: SLOW Learning
Series: Get Energy Smart!
Carbon Computing, upstairs
classroom; 1065 Wellington
Street West. 6:30-8:30pm.

WED OCT 27

FILM: “Winds of Heaven.”
(Emily Carr). Mayfair Theatre.
7-8:30pm.

TALK: Chantal Hébert. “The
Shifting  Canadian  Politi-
cal Landscape.” Dick, Ruth
and Judy Bell Lecture Series.
Kailash Mital Theatre, South-
am Hall. Carleton University.
7:30-9pm.

FILM: “Winds of Heaven.”
(Emily Carr). Mayfair Theatre.
7-8:30pm.

FILM: “Mountain Patrol.” Can-
ada-China Film Festival. Free.
Auditorium (395 Wellington).
7pm.

FRI OCT 29

TALK: David Korten, Bruce
Campbell, Tony Clarke, Kathy
Vandergrift. “The Great Turning:
Towards a just and sustainable
world. Bronson Centre. Stu-
dents/Low Income: Pay what
you can. Bronson Centre. Eve-
ning.

SAT OCT 30

SYMPOSIUM: Indigenous Sov-
ereignty Symposium. Details
TBA. http://www.bit.ly/iswot-
tawa

TALK: David Korten, Bruce
Campbell, Tony Clarke, Kathy
Vandergrift. “The Great Turning:
Towards a just and sustainable
world. Bronson Centre. Stu-
dents/Low Income: Pay what
you can. Bronson Centre. Eve-
ning.

SUN OCT 31

FILM: The Exorcist. Tickets pur-
chased in advance will go to-
wards Operation Come Home
and efforts to prevent homeless
youth from becoming home-
less adults. Bytowne Cinema.
8:40pm.
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